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News Release

HOLBECK’S 3-D Cityscape puts Leeds on the Map for
Architects and Developers
Westport, Ireland 9th November 2005, AMT3D Ltd., a specialist GIS1 software company has announced the launch of its 3-D modelling service that is set to revolutionise the way that town planners, architects and developers visualise their ideas in the future. Using the latest laser scanning techniques and advanced software, AMT3D is offering the architectural community access to highly photo-realistic, fully interactive computer based 3-D models into which they can drop their own computer generated designs. This will give developers, planners and the local stakeholders an opportunity to “see” how their proposals will impact the existing built environment to a level of detail and accuracy that has not been possible up until now.   
AMT is launching the service with the release of a model of the Leeds Holbeck Urban Village2, the first in a series which will eventually form a library of off-the–shelf street and cityscapes of the major UK and worldwide regeneration hot-spots. Holbeck is currently the focus of major regeneration and inward investment activity designed to breathe life back into this neglected industrial heartland of the City. Architects and Developers who are working in the area will be able to licence the model to incorporate their own designs produced using their existing CAD software. Used in planning applications it will enable their design ideas to be fully explored in a virtual reality setting by all interested parties, before finalising the proposals.

For many generations of architects who have been used to having physical models produced from their designs for their landmark buildings using an AMT3D cityscape model is expected to bring major improvements; significantly speeding up the process of taking a design from a drawing board to full planning permission status and at the same time producing a much more flexible and realistic view of the completed building. 
Now a virtual model incorporating proposed designs for major developments can be quickly and cost effectively produced for display to the public as well as the planning authorities enabling the widest consultation and detailed evaluation of the proposed building’s aesthetic and practical impact on the urban landscape.
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Paul Bower, IT Manager at SMC Gower Architects commented “Although 3-D computer modelling is not a new concept for architects the AMT3D cityscape takes the technology into an altogether different dimension. As a practice that is based in the heart of the Holbeck Urban Village we are excited by the development of this unique 3-D cityscape and believe that the benefits it will bring are significant, both in speeding the process of public consultation and obtaining planning approval in the future.”
AMT3D’s founder and CEO, Dr. Brendan Hafferty added “The service we are offering is the result of many years development work by our world-class software team and a close consultation with representatives of the construction community including leading architectural practices, engineers, developers and town planners across the UK. We have been delighted by the reaction we have received from the industry to the launch of this new technology and expect to be able to announce models for other major regeneration areas in the coming months.”
Hafferty continued “With the Government’s emphasis on redeveloping brown field urban areas in our major industrial cities whilst at the same time looking to preserve many elements of the architectural heritage that define these areas, the challenges for architects to produce new designs that blend in sympathy rather than conflict with existing architecture are becoming increasingly important aspects of their work and are fuelling demand for new technology tools like ours.  As well as the development of off-the-shelf cityscape models we will also be conducting one-off commissioned projects and looking to other ways the technology can be utilised particularly in areas of facilities management, internal building layout and health and safety issues connected to existing public buildings.” 
ENDS

For more information contact AMT 3D on +353 86 858 4873 or email brendanh@amt3d.com or Stephen Meredith at Positiv PR on +44 1759 303504 email stephenm@positiv-marketing.com 
Notes to Editors

About AMT3D

AMT3D is a private company based in Westport Co. Mayo Ireland with offices in Saltzburg Austria, San Francisco USA and Leeds UK. Formed in 2005 by CEO Dr. Brendan Hafferty the company has been launched with investment funding from Enterprise Ireland, The Western Development Commission and private funding from Enterprise Equity. The company specialises in 3-D modelling software and services for the architectural and built environment sector having originated as part of an EU-supported research project at the University of Leeds. The company is a member of a leading European GIS Cluster.
About SMC Gower

SMC Gower Architects was formed in 1964  and became part of the SMC Group of companies in June 2001, as one of a number of architectural companies with various specialities .The Group’s experience reflects the wide client base, ranging from major retail, commercial and leisure developments, healthcare and education, residential, conservation and urban design.
The company has a team of six directors and 70 professional and technical staff located in Leeds and London 

Web site: http://www.smcgower.com/

1 About AMT 3D Technology

Geo-spatial Information Software (GIS) GIS is used to view and analyse data from a geographic perspective. GIS links location to information (such as people to addresses, streets within a network, traffic flow within a neighbourhood) and layers that information to give you a better understanding of how it all interrelates. AMT3D technology uses GIS technology to produce high definition visualisations of any 3-D object or space using actual data taken from the real environment.
A high-resolution laser scanner is used to capture the target building’s 3 dimensional geometric structure along with an integral digital camera (mounted on the top of the scanner) to provide photographic texture, the data being amalgamated by the AMT3D cityscape technology.

Once produced the 3D model can be viewed directly via an Internet browser or combined with CAD (Computer Aided Design) data to provide ‘in-context’ visualisations. Video and audio can also be added to the model to further enhance and augment the immersive effect.

A unique GUI based on advanced 3-D games graphical technology provides for a totally interactive on-screen method of navigating in and around the model, seeing the real world from previously impossible viewpoints.

2 About Holbeck Urban Village

Extensive information about the Holbeck Urban Village Development project can be found at http://www.holbeckurbanvillage.co.uk including contact information, maps and graphics.
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